WEST BATHURST
PRESCHOOL NEWSLETTER

August 2015

Thank you fo all of our wonderful families and staff that
supporfea' the preschoo/ Cake Stall at the Hockeg
Complex. The cake stall raised over 1000 for the
Preschoo/ and will be puf fowards our next outdoor

upgrade projecf

The children will be involved in many excursions, specia/
events, fundraismg and performances during the rest of

Term 3. The preschoo/ has posfed all of these dates and
events on our website and families can sfag up fo date

with euenfs, newsletters and posfs af,-

Ui MLMAESHMﬂ)MLS%PEﬁS (d hOO[ .nSWAEdMﬂM

Please find an arficle on Language and Liferacg at West
Bathurst Preschool attached fo this newsletter. Many
families often enquire about how children learn in a p/ay
environment. Margo McDaid, one of the preschoo/'s
feachers has written this article to high/ighf the /i*eracg
and /anguage that children are /farning in their euerydag
experiences at preschoo/. If anyone would like to speak
with their classroom teacher about their child's /earning,

p/ease feel free to make an appoinfmenf at any fime.

Thank You fo those families that have returned their
2016 re-enrolment forms. These forms are due back at
preschoof by Fridag 2l /\ugusf and can be returned to

HOMF CIGSSI‘OOWI feacher, Vanessa or SM@GHH.

[ have also attached a copy of the preschoo/'s phi/osophlj
fo this newsletter. Quite a while ago now, the preschoo/
suruegea’ families o find out what fheg liked about
preschoo/ and how we could improue. Mang discussions
occurred with staff and committee members and the
result is the updafed service phi/osophg atfached. Thank
you fo everyone for their inpuf and feedback.

Vanessa Miller

Director

COMMITTEE
CORNER

The next General Meeﬁng
will be held on:

Thursday 20 August 2015

A/l VHEEhHgS are hé’ld m‘ Wt’Sll BHHMI”S* PFESChOO/ af

7pm and all families are welcome to attend.

DATES TO REMEMBER

o LCommittee /f/:://'//] \ . A
Tuesday 20 August 2015 ot Tpm

El/fl‘yOVlf Wf/COVHE

o 20/ re-enrolment forms due back fo /pr:.s:éao/
Fridag 2l /\ugusf 2015
Please return to your classroom tfeacher, Vanessa

or SMC’(H’M

o Freschool Book Fair
Mona'ag N /\ugusf— Fridag 28 /\ugusf 2005

o Jerm 3 ends
Fridag 18 Sepfember 2015

o Jerm i ézy/m
Tuesday 6 October 2015
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WEST BATHURST PRESCHOOL
PHILOSOPHY

West Bathurst Preschool aims to embrace the vision Belonging, Being and Becoming as stated in
the Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF) 2009. It aims to acknowledge children’s
interdependence with others, the ability to make connections, and to be an effective member of
their family and broader community. It recognises the significance of the here and now in
children’s lives and it aims to positively enhance each child’s ability to develop a strong sense of
self, to promote development and learning, and to participate fully and actively in society.

We believe:
e the child is capable, curious, competent, active, creative and resourceful;
e the child is a powerful contributor to his / her own learning;
e learning is an active process where each child is encouraged to make his / her own choices and
decisions;
e the child is a social being, able to develop an awareness of self, and as a contributing member of a
group;
individual children may have different styles of learning;
children learn best when they are curious and eager, and motivated to learn;
early learning is particularly important, as it lays the foundation for all future learning;
a supportive environment can assist each child to develop lifelong confidence, competence and
resilience.

West Bathurst Preschool aims to adhere to the five Principles of the EYLF that reflect
contemporary theory and research:

e Secure, respectful and reciprocal relationships

e Partnerships between educators and families

e High expectations and equity

e Respect for diversity

e Ongoing professional learning and reflective practice

We acknowledge:

the family as the primary caregiver;

each family is unique and diverse in many ways;

each child has the right to develop a sense of pride and belonging to their family and culture;

our relationship with the family is based on mutual respect, trust and empathy;

e strong partnerships between the preschool, the family, and the community promote the best
outcomes for children’s development and sense of belonging;

e each family has the right, and is encouraged to be involved in the community of the preschool, and
in the learning decisions made for their child;

e flexibility in service delivery is an important factor in meeting the changing needs of the family and
the community.

At West Bathurst Preschool we derive our Practice from the five principles listed above. Our
practice aims to promote children’s learning by:

e Adopting holistic approaches involving the mind, body and spirit
e Being responsive to children

Updated: March 2015



Planning and implementing for learning through play

Intentional teaching

Creating learning environments that promote learning, curiosity and self expression
Promoting cultural competence

Continuity of learning and transitions

Assessing and monitoring children’s learning in order to achieve specified outcomes

We aim:

to promote play as a fundamental aspect of the early childhood experience;

to allow children to direct their own learning through play;

for professional adults to be fellow learners and facilitators of intentional teaching during play, in
order to promote learning across all developmental areas;

to provide a learning environment, both indoors and outdoors, rich in possibilities, where
unexpected outcomes are valued as much as expected outcomes;

to provide an environment and meaningful experiences that inspires creativity and exploration, and
where the natural world is respected and enjoyed;

to provide a curriculum based upon the interests of the child, captured from the talk of the child,
and reflected in our observations of the child;

to assess each child’s learning and development in order to plan effectively for current and future
learning, and to communicate with parents;

to use assessment as a tool to understand barriers to learning, and to identify children who may
need additional support;

for each child to develop a spirit of cooperation, of care, and of responsibility towards themselves
and to others.

West Bathurst Preschool aims to meet five broad and observable Outcomes that capture the
integrated and complex learning and development of children:

Children have a strong sense of identity

Children are connected to and contribute to their world
Children have a strong sense of wellbeing

Children are confident and involved learners

Children are effective communicators

Our role is:

to collaborate with our colleagues and our families to design an authentic, relevant and meaningful
learning environment that reflects and broadens children’s interests and capabilities;

to foster connections between the preschool, home and the community through respectful
relationships and authentic documentation of children’s learning;

to identify the interests and strengths of children, in order to be able to extend and challenge them,;
to provide a positive role model, interact with children in a caring and encouraging manner, and
support their decisions about their own learning;

to assess the effectiveness of our learning opportunities, and to reflect on our own pedagogy;

to be respectful to other members of our early childhood team, recognising that each person has
their own strengths and abilities;

to continually reflect on our own teaching and learning, and to engage in meaningful dialogue with
our colleagues, in order to deepen and enhance the experience and learning environments we

provide for children;
to be an advocate for all children everywhere, and promote the value of early childhood education
in the interests of our community and society as a whole.
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